
	
  

Copyright	
  Observance	
  –	
  what	
  you	
  can	
  and	
  cannot	
  do.	
  
Copyright	
  is	
  a	
  federal	
  law	
  that	
  protects	
  authors	
  for	
  their	
  original	
  creations	
  such	
  as	
  written	
  works,	
  music,	
  art,	
  films,	
  
etc.	
  The	
  original	
  creator	
  has	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  decide	
  how	
  it	
  is	
  distributed	
  or	
  reproduced.	
  Copyrighted	
  material	
  is	
  usually	
  
accompanied	
  by	
  the	
  word	
  "Copyright"	
  or	
  the	
  copyright	
  symbol	
  ©.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Basic	
  guidance	
  regarding	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  copyrighted	
  material:	
  

• Reproduction	
  of	
  fully	
  copyrighted	
  material	
  is	
  prohibited	
  without	
  first	
  obtaining	
  permission	
  from	
  the	
  
author.	
  

• For	
  works	
  published	
  after	
  1977,	
  the	
  copyright	
  lasts	
  for	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  the	
  author	
  plus	
  70	
  years.	
  
• All	
  works	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  before	
  1923	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  domain.	
  
• Works	
  published	
  after	
  1922,	
  but	
  before	
  1978	
  are	
  protected	
  for	
  95	
  years	
  from	
  the	
  date	
  of	
  publication.	
  
• A	
  work	
  is	
  considered	
  published	
  when	
  the	
  author	
  makes	
  it	
  available	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  on	
  an	
  unrestricted	
  basis.	
  
• Unpublished	
  works	
  are	
  on	
  different	
  terms.	
   

	
  
Learn	
  more:   http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf          http://www.copyright.gov/title17/ 
 
Other	
  types	
  of	
  copyright	
  exist	
  that	
  offer	
  authors	
  and	
  users	
  greater	
  flexibility.	
  

• Creative	
  Commons	
  (CC)	
  licensing.	
  CC	
  enables	
  authors	
  to	
  release	
  their	
  works	
  from	
  "all	
  rights	
  reserved"	
  to	
  
"some	
  rights	
  reserved."	
  	
  	
  

• CC	
  licenses	
  allow	
  creators	
  to	
  assign	
  their	
  works	
  with	
  certain	
  restrictions	
  such	
  as:	
  
-­‐	
  	
  Commercial	
  use	
  allowed/not	
  allowed	
  
-­‐	
  	
  Modifications	
  allowed	
  
-­‐	
  	
  Commercial	
  use	
  and	
  modifications	
  allowed	
  

	
  
Public	
  domain	
  is	
  the	
  term	
  that	
  refers	
  to	
  works	
  that	
  are	
  not	
  eligible	
  for	
  copyright	
  or	
  for	
  which	
  copyright	
  
protection	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  available.	
  Anyone	
  wishing	
  to	
  use,	
  reproduce	
  or	
  distribute	
  a	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  
domain	
  may	
  do	
  so	
  without	
  needing	
  to	
  seek	
  permission	
  from	
  the	
  owner.	
  


